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Leamington Football Club History

The club was founded in 1891 as Leamington Town and played a leading role in local football prior to WW2, winning the Birmingham Junior Cup in 1913 and 1921. The Birmingham Combination title followed in 1926.

Regrouping as Lockheed Leamington in 1946 and nicknamed the ‘Brakes’ after the Lockheed company’s main product, the club rose swiftly, winning the Birmingham & District / West Midlands League in 1962 and retaining it a year later. The Midland Counties League championship followed in 1965 and in 1971 the club joined the Southern League. A year later the Birmingham Senior Cup was won for the fifth time. 

Known as AP Leamington by 1973, progress continued with several appearances in the first and second round of the FA Cup and winning the League Cup and Championship Trophy in 1974. 

After three years in the Alliance Premier League (the early form of the Blue Square Conference), Brakes were relegated but bounced straight back with the Southern League Premier Division title in 1983. Another cup double the following year made Leamington the only club to hold all three Southern League trophies at once.

With the club at its playing pinnacle, Automotive Products decided to sell the club’s Windmill Ground for housing. The last match at the traditional home was played in April 1988 and the club went out of action.

While not playing, the club was kept alive, a field purchased from a local farm and a rudimentary ground created. Re-launched in 2000, and now playing at the New Windmill Ground, Leamington FC has not looked back. The first two seasons saw successive promotions: the Midland Combination Division Two title in the first year and as runners-up in Division One a year later.

Brakes finished third in the Midland Combination Premier in 2002-03, second in 2003-04 and were promoted as champions to the Midland Football Alliance in 2004-05 with a league record 109 points. They also reached the 4th Round Proper, then the 3rd Round Proper, of the FA Vase in 2003-04 and 2004-05.

In 2005-06 Leamington reached the 1st Round Proper of the FA Cup, their first time in the competition since reforming, losing heroically at Colchester United.  The cup run enabled the club to move forward its planned infrastructure development and with continued work and progress over the past five years now boasts modern clubhouse, terracing for 1200 (400 covered) plus two seated covered stands for a further 250 spectators and a total capacity of 2300.  

Brakes completed a magnificent season in 2006-07, winning the MFA title and the League Cup, becoming the first club to complete the double. The club also advanced to the quarterfinals of the FA Vase.  2007-8 saw Leamington narrowly fail to be promoted again, slipping up to a Stourbridge goal in the dying minutes of a British Gas Business Football League Midland Division promotion playoff final. 

The 2008-9 season saw the team build upon their experience of the previous season by winning the Southern League Midlands division by 9 points from Nuneaton Town and returning to the Southern (Zamaretto) League Premier Division after a gap of 24 years.

The club’s first season in the Zamaretto Premier Division saw the team challenge for a play-off berth before securing a comfortable 10th position.  Manager Paul Holleran has put the foundations in place for hopefully moving the team forward in Season 2010-11.  

